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SUBJECT: ARMED WORKERS PATROL HARBIN 
REF: A. HONG KONG 9985; B. HONG KONG 1 1 1 80 

SUMMARY. HEILUNGKIANG HAS MATCHED SHANGHAI'S ACTIVISM ON THE 
MILITIA QUESTION. THIS DEVELOPMENT IS POSSIBLY RELATED TO LAST 
JUNE'S REAPPEARANCE OF PROVINCE LEADER WANG CHIA-TAO, ONCE 
ASSOCIATED WITH "ULTRA-LEFTISM." END SUMMARY. 

1. IN HEILUNGKIANG'S CAPITAL CITY OF HARBIN, "SEVERAL THOUSAND" 
MILITIAMEN ARE NOW "PATROLLING THE STREETS" TO MAINTAIN LOCAL 
ORDER (NOVEMBER 14 BROADCAST). THE MILITIA IS COMPOSED OF 
WORKERS ARMED WITH "RIFLES AND GUNS." HARBIN'S ACTIONS ARE 
MODELED ON THE "NEW EXPERIENCES ACCUMULATED BY SHANGHAI AND 
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PEKING," WHERE WORKERS ARE SIMILARLY ARMED AND PERFORMING 
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INTERNAL SECURITY FUN CTIONS (REF A). THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS 
THAT THESE THREE CITIES ARE SUFFERING FROM DISORDER, INSTEAD, THE 
WORKERS’ MILITIA SEEMS DESIGNED TO SUBSTITUTE FOR THE PLA IN INTERNAL 
SECURITY. 

2. HARBIN'S BROADCAST REPORT VAULTS THAT CITY INTO A POSITION 
ALONGSIDE MILITANT SHANGHAI, WHICH HAS BEEN OUT FRONT IN THE 
MILITIA CONTROVERSY (REF B). LIKE SHANGHAI, HARBIN HAS 
APPARENTLY PLACED ITS "MUNICIPAL MILITIA GENERAL COMMAND" 

DIRECTLY UNDER THE PARTY COMMITTEE, AND SEPARATE FROM THE PLA'S 
GARRISON COMMAND. HARBIN EVEN SEEMS TO GO BEYOND SHANGHAI WHEN 
IT IDENTIFIES THE WORKERS' MILITIA AS ONE OF THE "NEW THINGS"- 

THE SACRED CULTURAL REVOLUTION FRUITS. ALSO, A NOVEMBER 8 
HEILUNGKIANG BROADCAST SAID HARBIN'S WORKERS ARE NOW WORKING OUT 
WITH "ARTILLERY." 

3. HEILUNGKIANG'S PRESENT MILITANCY HARKS BACK TO CULTURAL 
REVOLUTION DAYS, WHEN THE PROVINCE-THE FIRST TO FORM A 
REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE- WAS CHARACTERIZED BY ITS LEFTISM. ITS 
REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, PAN FU-SHUNG, FELL IN 1971, 
DENOUNCED FOR HAVING SUPPORTED THE "ULTRA-LEFTIST" (AND THE ANTI- 
CHOU) "516 GROUP” (OIR 2723/027/72). PAN'S DEPUTY, WANG CHIA-TAO, 

WAS OUT OF SIGHT THROUGHOUT 1972, AS THE ATTACK ON "ULTRA- 
LEFTISM" PEDDLED BY LIN PLAO'S "AGENTS IN HEILUNGKIANG" CONTINUED 
TO BE HAMMERED HOME IN LOCAL BROADCASTS. 

4. IN NOVEMBER 1972, HARBIN BECAME ONE OF THE LAST CITIES TO 
FORM ITS MUNICIPAL PARTY COMMITTEE, A SIGN THAT ORDER WAS 
RETURNING TO A PROVINCE THAT HAD LONG BEEN MARKED BY TURMOIL. 

THEN IN A FURTHER STEP BACK TO NORMALITY, FOUR VETERAN 
HEILUNGKIANG CADRE DROPPED EARLY IN THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION WERE 
NAMED PROVINCIAL PARTY SECRETARIES THIS MAY. 

5. A MONTH LATER, HOWEVER, WANG CHIA-TAO SUDDENLY REAPPEARED 

IN HEILUNGKIANG (WR 26). HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY A NEW CCP SECRETARY, 
YU HUNG-LIANG, WHO HAS SUBSEQUENTLY BEEN IDENTIFIED AS A WORKER 
AND A TRADE UNION FIGURE. WHEN WANG AND YU WERE NAMED TO THE 
TENTH CENTRAL COMMITTEE, WHILE NONE OF THE FOUR REHABILITATED 
SECRETARIES WERE, HEILUNGKIANG'S REFORMED IMAGE CAME UNDER 
QUESTION. NOW THE PROVINCE IS ONCE AGAIN FOLLOWING MILITANT 
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SHANGHAI'S LEAD. IT SEEMS POSSIBLE THAT WANG IS STILL A LEFTIST, 

AND HIS RETURN TO HEILUNGKIANG LAST JUNE RELATED TO INCREASED 
LEFTIST ASSERTIVENESS IN PEKING. 

DEAN 
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